War & Peace in
Gallipoli
Today is the 90th anniversary of the ending date of the world's second biggest landing operation, The Gallipoli Battle in Dardanelles (Çanakkale) city. The strait has long had a strategic role in history. The Trojan War for example, took place on the Asiatic side of the straits. The Persian army of Xerxes I and later the Macedonian army of Alexander the Great crossed the Dardanelles in opposite directions to invade each other's lands. Just like the Bosporus strait, it separates Europe (Gallipoli Peninsula) and the mainland of Asia. Having a vital importance for the Ottoman fleet for their domination over the eastern Mediterranean region, the strait was forced by the Allies in 1915 during World War I, almost ending the career of Winston Churchill. The military action fought by Turkish and “Anzak” soldiers at Gallipoli ended with huge loss of life, 500,000 by numbers. Anzac stands for Australian and New Zealand Army Corps and the pride they took in that name endures to this day. Among the Australia's and New Zealand's most important national occasions, Anzac Day is held on April 25. Organized tours annually come to Gelibolu,too. 
Tolga Örnek’s (the director of successful historical documentaries) latest film released on movie theatres today is an objective documentary of Gallipoli. It will also be shown in New Zealand and Australia. The production was completed in six years and benefited from newly unearthed letters, documents, diaries, photos, more than seventy archives in different countries and collaborated with sixteen historians who are experts on the topic. The film produced in cooperation with the Imperial War Museum of London, Australian War Memorial, New Zealand Ministry of Culture and Turkish Military Museums. 

Galliboli Pennisula welcomes all the visitors to feel the spirit of the heroes of the battle. Today the peninsula is a national park established to honor the ones who gave their lives there. The memorials, the monuments, the cemeteries together with the natural beauty of the cliffs, green hills, sandy beaches and blue waters provide a peaceful resting place. You won’t miss the famous words of Atatürk, either. The Turkish commander of Gallipoli and the former founder of Turkish Republic was a man of peace. 
Those heroes that shed their blood 
And lost their lives...
You are now living in the soil of a friendly country,
Therefore rest in peace.
There is no difference between the Johnnies
And the Mehmets to us where they lie side by side
Here in this country of ours...
You, the mothers,
Who sent their sons from faraway countries
Wipe away your tears;
Your sons are now lying in our bosom
And are in peace.
After having lost their lives on this land
They have become our sons as well.
Atatürk, 1934 
