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Dolmuş (Dol-mush)
Get around cheaper than by taxi and more comfortable than buy bus!
Dolmuş literally means "filled” in Turkish. It is a shared taxi or minibus running a pre-determined route with each passenger paying only a portion of the normal fare. Dolmushes are anywhere where small-vehicle shared transport makes sense. They operate within cities, between cities, nearby towns, villages and also in between suburbs and the city for big football matches or for a nearby beach. The original dolmuşes in Istanbul were large American cars of the 50s, such as Dodoge, Plymouth or Brick. Due to their handling difficulties they were slowly replaced with minibuses by 90s.
It is a handy vehicle that can help you to negotiate city traffic. The minibus waits at the beginning of its route until most or all of its seats are filled. Passengers can get out anywhere along the route, or ride to the end, for a single set fare that's the same for all passengers no matter what their destination. In city centers there may be legally designated dolmuş stops, usually marked by blue signs bearing a big white "D". In less heavily trafficked locations, you may stop a dolmush wherever you like. Signboards in the front window of the car or minibus indicate the destination and usually a few of the major points along the route. Just wander out to the main road, read the front-window signboards as they come along, and wave to the driver on your way. Get in and take a seat. Dolmuş usually cost a bit more than city bus fare. So get your changes ready and ask how much (“Ne kadar?”) is the rate. The driver collects fares and makes change as he drives, which often makes for a thrilling ride. If you're not near enough to hand the fare to him, hand it to someone in front of you and they'll hand it up to the driver. When you want to get out, say “Inecek var”! Try it. A dolmuş experience will be a characteristic one in Istanbul. Following are some widely used dolmuş routes which might be handy for you in both ways...
Teşvikiye -Taksim // Taksim – Bostancı // Taksim – Kadıköy // Kadıköy – Bostancı, Beşiktaş – Taksim, Taksim – Sarıyer, Kadıköy – Üsküdar, Şişli – Bostancı // Taksim – Bakırköy // Taksim – Yaşilköy // Taksim – Aksaray // Nişantaşı – Taksim // Harbiye - Beşiktaş.

 

